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theory has provided the rationale for some of society's most ambitious attempts at social engineering.
First, Cloward and Ohlin drew up a multimillion dollar project, Mobilization for Youth, that was carried out on the lower east side in New York with major funding from both public and private sources. Its goals, though not unlike those of Shaw and McKay, were more ambitious: to improve education, to create job opportunities, to organize the lower-class community as an effective political entity, to provide specialized services to families and individuals, and to create conventional resources for adolescents.
The heroic implications of strain theory did not end with Mobilization for Youth, however. It went on to become the conceptual foundation, first, for the activities of the President's Committee on Juvenile Delinquency and Youth Crime and, then, for the War on Poverty. Between 1965 and 1970, billions were spent in an endeavor to assimilate the poor into the opportunity structure of American society and, thereby, to reduce crime and its attendant ills. That all of these efforts were not successful is a well-documented fact. Nonetheless, various analyses have suggested that political ineptitude, organized opposition, poorly implemented programs, and ever mounting protest and cynicism over the assassinations of the nation's leaders and the war in Vietnam, as much as the theory itself, were at fault (Marris and Rein 1973, Moynihan 1969).
Strain theory has also served as the rationale for intervention in the Provo and Silverlake experiments with serious convicted offenders (Empey and Erickson 1972, Empy and Lubeck 1971). As indicated earlier, the causal sequence suggested generally by both bodies of strain theory is as follows:
						Identification with delinquent peers		
American dream		Decreased achievement		Increased strain				Delinquent behavior
								
Since this theory was to be used as the basis upon which to build an alternative to incarceration for older delinquent boys, ages 15 to 18, it was theorized that the further such boys have moved down the causal chain from the "American dream" to "identification with delinquent peers," the greater the relationship each subsequent variable in the chain would have to delinquent behavior; that is, "identification with delinquent peers" would have a stronger relationship than "increased strain," "increased strain" a stronger relationship than "decreased achievement," and so on. Thus, in setting priorities for intervention, the most immediate antecedent to delinquent behavior, "identification with delinquent peers," was given the greatest weight, followed by the other variables in turn.communities are organized.
